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detains its own vessels the embargo is called
pacific. According to the Hague Conven-
tion ships in an enemy port at the time war
is declared must be given time to depart.
The term is also used with reference to the
withholding of supplies from export. Dur-
ing the World War some pressure was
brought to bear upon the American govern-
ment to forbid the export of supplies and
munitions to the warring nations, but with-
out success. After America entered the war
President Wilson by proclamation placed an
embargo on the shipment of supplies to coun-
tries in the eastern hemisphere. This mat-
ter was regulated by the issuance of Federal
licenses. Later the United States entered
into special agreement with European neu-
tral nations, whereby the embargo was mod-
ified to permit the shipment of foodstuffs.

Embargo Act. The embargo policy was
first employed in the United States in 1794,
in retaliation for hostile acts in restraint of
American trade by Great Britain, but it was
removed and was not again used until 1807,
when the famous Embargo Act was passed,
which detained both foreign and domestic
vessels engaged in foreign trade. The act
had but little effect upon Prance and Eng-
land, the two countries at which it was di-
rected, but it caused great hardship to Amer-
ican ship owners and was repealed in 1809,
being replaced by the Non-Intercourse Act.
This forbade American ships to enter French
or British ports. See WAR OF 1812.

EMBASSY, emfbas si, the mission of an
ambassador. The term also refers to the am-
bassador's suite, including a secretary of
legation, a private secretary and a physician,
as well as the minor members of his staff and
his private family. Members of an ambas-
sador's official suite enjoy certain privileges
and immunities in the place to which they are
accredited.

EMBEZZLEMENT, the crime committed
by one who makes personal use of property
entrusted to him by another. In order to
constitute embezzlement, this taking must vi-
olate some confidence. Hence, if the user
believes himself authorized to appropriate
this money, he does not commit embezzle-
ment. Also, the money must come into his
possession by reason of his employment. In
the case of the appropriation of such funds,
the law presumes that the person has em-
bezzled; however, if no criminal intent can
be shown, ne Is released. The offense is a

crime in the statutes of all states and prov-
inces and is punishable by imprisonment,
usually for a term of years. Embezzlement
differs from larceny in that the embezzler
uses property which he holds in his posses-
sion, while a person guilty of larceny takes
money or goods not held by him.

EMBOSS'ING, the art of producing fig-
ures in relief upon plain surfaces. Leather,
paper and fabrics are embossed by means
of presses, furnished with dies of the desired
pattern. Embossing of metal may be done
by hand, by beating the metal from the under
side, in which case the work is called
repousse. In architecture or sculpture the
figures are said to be alto-, mezzo- or bas-
relief, according to their prominence. In
needlework, embossing is done by embroider-
ing over figures which are padded.

EMBEOID'EBY, a popular form of
needlework, one which develops skill of hand
and the artistic sense. In embroidery various
patterns are fashioned on silk, cotton, linen,
denim or other fabric. The design is usually
stamped on the goods in outlin3, and for
convenience the fabric may be stretched over
a frame or hoop. There is hardly a home
that does not bear evidence of someone's in-
dustry in this art. Sofa pillows, dresser
scarfs, lunch cloths, table covers and a wide
assortment of garments are embellished with
embroidery. The art is not difficult for a
girl to learn who has a taste for sewing, but
it requires patience, neatness and careful
attention to detail. Department stores in
cities usually have a division of their fancy
goods department devoted to this form of
needlework. Instruction books and teachers
are provided to assist those desiring to learn.
Embroidery is one of the oldest of deco-
rative arts. The ancient Egyptians and As-
syrians practiced it to a considerable extent,
and from them the Jews, Greeks and Romans
learned it. The oldest known embroidery
was done in cotton, linen and wool; later,
silk came into greater favor. The CMnese
and Japanese embroideries are very elabor-
ate, most of the work being done upon silk,
with the figures in brilliant colors of silk
alone, or combined with gold and silver. Be-
sides silk and gold threads, beads, spangles,
pearls and gems are used in the embroidery
of the Persians, Turks and Hindus. The
so-called Bayeuz Tapestry is really an elab-
orate piece of embroidery. See
TAPESTRY.